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the wording of a tradition which had been handed
down for about a thousand years, but the expres-
sions used are not without a certain poetical beauty
of their own ; and in the incidents which are here
said to have filled up the time of the teacher, we
have a picture substantially confirmed, as to its main
features, by the incidental references in the earlier
books. I have no doubt that this was actually the
way in which the Buddha used to spend the working
days of Jiis useful and peaceful career; and that the
tone of the narrative, the life of intellectual activity,
the peace and harmony and gentleness pervading
the picture, may be actually regarded as true. Of
course we have here the description of a day spent
altogether at one place, and it should not be for-
gotten that the Buddha was constantly moving
about, and that then the hours of the early morning
as well as of the close of the day would have been
occupied, not in meditation, but in actual walking
from one place to another.

There is one book or chapter, included m' the
Dialogues, and the longest of them all, which ap-
proaches in character to a gospel, and gives a de-
tailed description of all the events of, the last three
months of his career. This Sutta f I have trans-
lated in full in my volume entitled Buddhist Sut-

, * The Maha Parinibbana Sutta from, the Digha Nikciya.